


Why Did Paul Rebuke The Spirit in the Damsel 

That Was Speaking The Truth About Paul And 

Silas In Philippi? 

 



Acts 16:16-18 
 

16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain 

damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, 

These men are the servants of the most high God, which 

shew unto us the way of salvation. 

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, 

turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the 

name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came 

out the same hour. 



Reasons For Rebuke 
 

A. She was an abomination to God 

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 

10 There shall not be found among you any one that 

maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, 

or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an 

enchanter, or a witch. 

11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or 

a wizard, or a necromancer. 

12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto 

the LORD: and because of these abominations 

the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 

 



Reasons For Rebuke 
 

B. Truth should be from people of truth 

John 4:23-24 

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 

worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 

truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 

worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 



Reasons For Rebuke 
 

C. She grieved Paul by making a spectacle 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with 

enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration 

of the Spirit and of power: 

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 

men, but in the power of God. 

 

Romans 14:23b 

… for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 



What Scripture Do We Use To Say That We Are 

To Dress Up? 

 

Does It Matter What Type Of Clothes To Wear? 

 

Other Churches Stand When The Bible Is Read, 

And Kneel When They Pray, Why Don’t We? 

 



Principles 
 

A. Beware of focus on outward appearances 

1 Samuel 16:7 

But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his 

countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have 

refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man 

looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh 

on the heart. 
 

1 Peter 3:3-4 

3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of 

plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of 

apparel; 

4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is 

not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 

spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

 



Principles 
 

B. Beware of judging 

John 7:24 

Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 

righteous judgment. 
 

Romans 14:5 

One man esteemeth one day above another: another 

esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully 

persuaded in his own mind. 
 

Romans 14:13 

Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but 

judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or 

an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 



Principles 
 

C. What should we do with our dress? 

      1. Glorify God not yourself 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 

all to the glory of God. 
 

       2. Be modest  

1 Timothy 2:8-9 

8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy 

hands, without wrath and doubting. 

9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in 

modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with 

broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 

10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with 

good works. 

 

 



Principles 
 

C. What should we do with our dress? 

      3. No confusion 

Deuteronomy 22:5 

The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a 

man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for 

all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God. 

 

 



In The Home, Is It Alright For A Woman To be 

The Head Of Home, If The Man Won’t? 

 



I. The Man Is Disobedient 
 

Ephesians 5:23-24 

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as 

Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of 

the body. 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let 

the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 

 



II. The Wife Should Be An Example 
 

1 Peter 3:1-2 

1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 

husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 

without the word be won by the conversation of the 

wives; 

2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled 

with fear. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:14 

For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, 

and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: 

else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 

 



II. The Wife Should Be An Example 
 

Proverbs 31:26-30 

26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her 

tongue is the law of kindness. 

27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and 

eateth not the bread of idleness. 

28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her 

husband also, and he praiseth her. 

29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou 

excellest them all. 

30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman 

that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. 



III. The Wife Should Pray 
 

James 5:16 

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 

another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 

prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 



In The Church, Is It Alright For A Woman 

To Preach If The Men Won’t? 



Find Another Church That Follows  

Biblical Principles 

 

1 Corinthians 14:33-34 

33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, 

as in all churches of the saints. 

34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is 

not permitted unto them to speak; but they are 

commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law. 

 


