Spiritual Blessings Of Saints
Ephesians 1:1-6

The Position And Privileges Of Christ’s Saints
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Introduction

A. First visit recorded in Acts 18 on Paul’s second
missionary journey

1. Returning to Jerusalem from Macedonia (vv 18-21)
2. Leaves Priscilla and Aquila there (v 19)
3. Apollos visits Ephesus (vv 24-26)

Priscilla and Aquila explain the way of God through
Jesus (Vv 26)




Introduction
B. Second visit recorded in Acts 19 on Paul’s third
missionary journey
1. Stays there 2 years and three months (vv 8-10)
2. Significant events
a. Baptizes 12 in the name of Jesus (vv 1-7)
b. Performs miracles (vv 11-12)

c. Sceva’s seven sons fail to exorcize a demon
(vv 13-16)

d. People turn to God and forsake witchcraft
(vv 17-19)




Introduction

B. Second visit recorded in Acts 19 on Paul’s third
missionary journey
1. Stays there 2 years and three months (vv 8-10)
2. Significant events (continued
e. Paul sends advance team of Timothy and Erastus
to Macedonia (vv 20-21)

f. Riot caused by Demetrius over loss of revenue
In the Diana idol business (vv 22-41)
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Introduction

C. Two major themes of Ephesians
1. Our position in Christ
Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ:

Ephesians 2:6

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together
In heavenly places in Christ Jesus:




Introduction

C. Two major themes of Ephesians
2. Our practice on earth
Ephesians 4:1
| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

Ephesians 5:2

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath
given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for
a sweetsmelling savour.




|. We Are Called Saints (1:1-2)

Ephesians 1:1-2
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to
the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in

Christ Jesus:
2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and

from the Lord Jesus Christ.




|. We Are Called Saints (1:1-2)

A. The will of God working (1:1a)

1. His purpose
Matthew 7:21
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
Into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven.

2. His perspective
Romans 12:2
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what iIs that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God.




|. We Are Called Saints (1:1-2)

B. The way of God working (1:1)

1. Set apart by God
1 Corinthians 1:2
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord, both their's and our’s:

2. Set apart by us
1 Timothy 1:12
And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled
me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the
ministry;




|. We Are Called Saints (1:1-2)

C. The working of God working

2 Timothy 1:9

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the

world began,




I1. We Are Chosen Saints (1:3-4)

Ephesians 1:3-4
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ:
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love:




I1. We Are Chosen Saints (1:3-4)

A. To praise God’s blessing (1:3)

1 Peter 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us

again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,




I1. We Are Chosen Saints (1:3-4)

B. To possess God’s spiritual blessing (1:3)

2 Peter 1:3

According as his divine power hath given unto us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:




I1. We Are Chosen Saints (1:3-4)

C. To profess God’s blessing (1:4)

1 Peter 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
Into his marvellous light;

Psalm 107:2
et the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath
redeemed from the hand of the enemy;




111. We Are Conforming Saints (1:5-6)

Ephesians 1:5-6
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure
of his will,

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath
made us accepted in the beloved.




111. We Are Conforming Saints (1:5-6)

A. The choice through Christ (1:5)
Predestinated = eklegomai =so that the ground of the
choice lies in Christ and his merits,

Romans 8:29-30

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and
whom he justified, them he also glorified.

Matthew 12:50
For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in

heaven, the same iIs my brother, and sister, and mother.




111. We Are Conforming Saints (1:5-6)

B. The consequences through Christ (1:6)

1. Praise to God
Philippians 1:10-11
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ.
11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.

2. Promotion by God
1 Corinthians 15:10
But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his grace
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but |
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but
the grace of God which was with me.




Are You A Saint?




