


What About Multiple Wives And Concubines 

In The Bible? 



Outline 

A. God’s Design 

B. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

C. God’s Commandment 

D. A Special Exception 



I. God’s Design 

Matthew 19:4-5 

4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, 

that he which made them at the beginning made them 

male and female, 

5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and 

mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall 

be one flesh? 

 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

A. Lamech’s (Cain’s Great-Grandson) pride and rebellion 

Genesis 4:19-24 

19 And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the 

one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 

20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as 

dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle. 

21 And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of 

all such as handle the harp and organ. 

22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructer of 

every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of 

Tubalcain was Naamah. 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

A. Lamech’s (Cain’s Great-Grandson) pride and rebellion 

Genesis 4:19-24 - continued 

23 And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear 

my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: 

for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man 

to my hurt. 

24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech 

seventy and sevenfold. 

 

 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

B. Prior to the flood 

Matthew 24:38-39 (Genesis 6:1-2) 

38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all 

away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

 

This Brought God’s Judgment 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

C. Abraham and Sarai’s lack of faith 

Genesis 16:2-4 

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath 

restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my 

maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And 

Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 

3 And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the 

Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of 

Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his 

wife. 

4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and 

when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was 

despised in her eyes. 

 

 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

D. Laban following man’s way of thinking 

Genesis 29:23-25 

23 And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah 

his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto 

her. 

24 And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his 

maid for an handmaid. 

25 And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was 

Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done 

unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore 

then hast thou beguiled me? 
 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

E. David 

2 Samuel 12:7-10 

7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith 

the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, 

and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 

8 And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's 

wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel 

and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would 

moreover have given unto thee such and such things. 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

E. David 

2 Samuel 12:7-10 - continued 

9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of 

the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the 

Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy 

wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of 

Ammon. 

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine 

house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the 

wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 

 

 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

F. Solomon (Politics) 

1 Kings 11:1-4 

1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together 

with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, 

Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites: 

2 Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the 

children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall 

they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your 

heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 

 

 



II. Man’s Defiance and Resultant Dissension 

F. Solomon (Politics) 

1 Kings 11:1-4 

3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 

hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 

4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his 

wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his 

heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the 

heart of David his father. 

 

 

 



Just Because God Allows  

Something He Does Not Condone It 



III. God’s Commandment To Deal With 

Disobedience  

Deuteronomy 21:15-17 

15 If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, 

and they have born him children, both the beloved and the 

hated; and if the firstborn son be hers that was hated: 

16 Then it shall be, when he maketh his sons to inherit that 

which he hath, that he may not make the son of the beloved 

firstborn before the son of the hated, which is indeed the 

firstborn: 

17 But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated for the 

firstborn, by giving him a double portion of all that he hath: 

for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the 

firstborn is his. 

 

 

 



IV. A Special Exception 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 

5 If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no 

child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a 

stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take 

her to him to wife, and perform the duty of an husband's 

brother unto her. 

6 And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall 

succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name 

be not put out of Israel. 

7 And if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then let his 

brother's wife go up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My 

husband's brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a name 

in Israel, he will not perform the duty of my husband's brother. 



IV. A Special Exception 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 - continued 

8 Then the elders of his city shall call him, and speak unto him: 

and if he stand to it, and say, I like not to take her; 

9 Then shall his brother's wife come unto him in the presence 

of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and spit in his 

face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto that 

man that will not build up his brother's house. 

10 And his name shall be called in Israel, The house of him that 

hath his shoe loosed. 

 

A. To preserve the inheritance and lineage 

B. To provide for the widow 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

A. Disobeying God’s plan is sin 
 

B. Consequences result from our actions 

Galatians 6:7 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 

man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
 

C. God’s mercy and grace abounds 

Lamentations 3:22 

It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, 

because his compassions fail not. 
 

 

 


